BloodHorse.com’s “Race of the Week™ Analysis
by John Pricci

September 13, 2008

Arlington Park
Race 2 and Race 7

Race 2: $10,500 Maiden Claiming, 3yos and up, fillies and mares, six furlongs, all-weather

Regular readers of the Equiform analysis on BloodHorse.com know that the New Pace Top (NPT) is one
of racing’s strongest condition patterns, particularly as it applies to maiden claiming races where pace
itself is often the key to victory. In no race on today’s Arlington card is that notion more valuable than in
the second race for fillies and mares, 3-year-olds and up, at six furlongs.

You won’t need a search party to find the favorite. A Through Z (4-5, early line) is shipping from New
York, drops two classes from the $40,000 claiming level and, most significantly, goes first time for
Wayne Catalano, a 34 percent trainer with new acquisitions and 40 percent with two-class

dropdowns. Further, the fact that she’s the fastest filly on Equiform figures by far ensures she’ll be odds-
on to win, even if she’s surface-switching from turf to Polytrack which, of course, is not necessarily a bad
thing. The aggressive, and hot, E T Baird won’t hurt her chances. Her internal six furlong figures of 66
and 67, respectively, in her two most recent sprints, tower over the group.

Ski Ensign (7-2) is a lightly raced filly that never has taken a backward step in three career starts on dirt
and held form figure-wise in her turf debut last out, indicating she'll probably transition to the Arlington
Polytrack. She is coming off a Delayed Pace Top (DPT), by definition a New Pace Top with an
intervening turf or other-surface race that separates the NPT from today’s subsequent start. She hails from
a barn that’s been 22 percent profitable with shippers and attracts the talented Chris Emigh, as she drops
to the $10,000 level, the lowest of her career. She will be a force.

Equiform value players, however, can see that the linemaker might have missed something with Columns
Hotel (12-1). While clearly not as “fast” as the favorite, she, too, had never taken a backward step until
she regressed only slightly in her last but earned a NPT. Returning to the level of her claim for the first
time, she attracts apprentice Brandon Meier, who’s riding at a laudable 18 percent, a remarkable number
on a difficult circuit that features synthetic-surface and turf racing, which requires more subtlety than
simply having a lightweighted rider send the speed for all it's worth. The five-pound pull she gets from
her two main rivals is not insignificant here, however, and at early line odds is clearly a value play.

We’ll make a modest win wager on Columns Hotel but only at 8-1 or greater, and key her in all exacta
and trifecta money positions with today’s main rivals.



Race 7: $30,500 Claiming, 3yos and up, one mile, turf

This one-mile turf event has drawn a field of 11 hard-hitting $50,000 claimers, including an entry, and
while at first blush it appears wide open, the early line 3-1 favorite, King of Speed, promises to be a very
tough out. The competitive nature of this turf two-turner should assure that the veteran gelding’s odds will
be bettable at post time. It’s quite possible this 9-year-old is in the best condition of his life, normally a
very tough statement to make. But look at his recent Equiform figures. In his last two turf starts at today’s
distance, he paired-up 72-1/4s, sandwiched around a 75 going a sixteenth shorter at Lone Star Park.

What impresses is that those figures were earned over a firm course and one with some cut in it, laudable
versatility. But his recent win on the Polytrack, a “Soft” win, indicates there may be more where that
strong effort came from. Of greater significance is the more than 20 point spread between the pace and
final figures. This is strong turf style: the kind of late energy distribution that’s needed for

successful grass racing. And we expect that King of Speed will hold that form, trainer Bret Calhoun being
a lofty 34 percent effective with claimers seeking to repeat.

Betting King of Speed to win, at 5-2 or greater.

Thank you for your interest in BloodHorse.com’s ““Race of the Week.”” On the following pages,
you’ll find the Equiform ratings for Races 2 and 7 at Arlington Park. The first set of information
is called *“The Shorts.” Its condensed format is typically easier for novice handicappers and
people new to Equiform to read. Following “The Shorts™ is the same information in a different
format, called “The Xtras,” which simply a different format to view the same numbers shown in
“The Shorts.”” Some handicappers find “The Xtras™ format easier to read. For more information
about Equiform system and for legends and pattern guides, click here or go to
www.bloodhorse.com/equiform/.
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