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My nameis Amy Birzer. My husband is Gary Birze 0, 2004, our were changed
forever. This summarizes the eventsthat have o day. @

<
It was the 7th race at the Mountain going into the first turn and
‘Lil Bit of Rouge’ was four ae. A jackey’s wife ran over to me and said

“Amy, Gary went d

Give him a minute [ ghtohis feet. | walked outside to talk to the security

| rodein the front seat. | heard

Never did it enter my mind that Gary wouldn’t be covered for these medical services. It wasn't
even a concern, since | knew we had insurance that we paid into and that there was adso a

catastrophic policy in place for the jockeys.



After being at the local hospital for several hours, Gary was transported by helicopter to the

University of Pittsburgh Medical Center. It was there that | learned my husband would never

<
so he would be able to hold his head up. My husband was diagnosed as adiriplegic.

He was at the University of Pittsburgh Medical Center for 4 ., Witk hillsthat escalated to
over $450,000. We werein for the battle of our lives. %
i @@Guild, came to

)
B Birzer (my sister-in-

)\
<
informed us that the Guild

0 money to help at al. He said,

onnie asked if they could help us by
% ut they could recommend onein our area. |

posed to want nothing but the best for the jockeys

using one of the Gujl
thought to my: h
<

or his life, with ventilators sustaining him, running
g packed inice around the clock - and al he wants to know is
out suing the race tracks? Wow. | just wanted to scream at him
y"“do you not understand that my husband is in there fighting for his life right now and we
thought your organization was committed to helping jockeys and their families through tragedies
likethis?’” It was at this point that | realized from my conversation with Mr. Fiss that Gary was

not covered for an on-track injury and that the catastrophic policy was no longer in existence.

We were completely left with no coverage whatsoever.



The second week in August, Gary’s father came to be with Gary. That same week, Mr. Johnnie

Beech, a Guild Rep in the lowa area, was a Prairie Meadows, a racetrack in lowa, and was

talking to Gary’s mother (however, he was not aware she was his mother a th She
<

asked him how he was planning to help Gary Birzer. He replied “1 h ith his

parents tonight to discussit”. Gary’s mom said “Oh really? Whiléhis [ in Pittsburgh

with Gary and | am his mother”? So, what time is that ing? Mr. h turned and walked

out of the jockey’ s room. @
avisit,” Mi elgﬁ%m Pittsburgh Medical

|
S
stion. options: (1) the 11™ floor

The third week in August, Gary’s mom camg
said next week Gary will be ready to rehabih
here at this hospital, (2) Squirrel 0 ursit e Tears instantly started coming out
of my eyes. | knew @ y without insurance. My husband is
only 29 years old ere was no wa@g g to send him to a nursing home. The 11"
|
<

floor of the ho est He needed to be in a rehabilitation center where

0) the

e was already in deep depression and | could not bear

She suggested that we get an advocate.  Mr. Joe Delong, a West Virginia state representative,
was called. He used to be a jockey's agent and his dad trains horses at Mountaineer, so he

knows Gary and Gary’s agent Jimmy Isbel very well. Joe Delong sprung into action right away,



speaking on our behalf, trying to find a way for Gary to stay in Pennsylvania to get the therapy

he desperatel y needed.

During these two weeks, phone calls were placed to Mr. Fiss from Ji m@my Isbe
Gary’s dad and myself.  None of the phone calls were ever returned.

applied for help from the state of West Virginia but was turn

helped me said “Mrs. Birzer, you have too many assets istance to you at this
time. In the state of West Virginia, if you are e 21, acute ilitation is not
provided.” @

@
Then, Miss Kelly came back to us and sajd that our stor ;y touched her heart and that

% they agreed to take Gary for his

first 4 weeks of ther time since the accident, | cried tears of

joy. Findly, | had i sband.

Although it broke his heart, he was determined to find a way to ease her fears. His chair had a
horn on it, so he taught her how to honk it. Soon she was warming up to the chair and coming

around her daddy again.



Randy told us that Gary could live completely independent but that it would take hard work and
determination. He told us afew success stories about other spinal cord injured patients and | saw
achange in my husband’s attitude. Y ou see, Gary felt that everything was stripped away from
him — he went from being a successful jockey to being someone who could noNenger use the

restroom, or roll over in bed, or feed himself, or cook or hold his daugh%r. were a
constant worry too. From his nipple line down he no longer co ed%& as the use
of hiswrist flexor, but not hisfingers. So picking up things was nextle impossible.  And now

there’'s someone telling him that he can live compl ind dent with a little hard work.

This was huge! @ :®
ary ont % out of his wheelchair and

<
The next few weeks they worked with-& ansferrin Hﬁ&
ox( thexfoursharity %wming to an end and we till

the Gl my husband. | was still calling his
essage, but still with no response. | was

ah Squirrel Hill, or maybe a wheelchair or anything

him to speak with Joyce Watson, from Admissions. Ms. Watson spoke with Mr. Fiss and when
she came back later into Gary’s room, she was al smiles saying that Mr. Fiss agreed that the
Guild would pay for him to stay there and take care of any of his needs. Again, tears of joy

rolled down my face. | remember saying “See, Baby, things are going to be okay”. Just don’t



give up”. | remember driving home that evening calling everyone and telling them that the

Guild isgoing to help Gary and he getsto stay at Squirrel Hill.

word. | tried caling him by phone again, and when | findly reach

e down, rai my voice and
‘ uiId’@ hat about the
s sad h%ld have to talk to the
&Qf
Qﬁ@

er and aso ajockey and member of the

you help my husband”?  Mr. Fiss said, “Try to understan

industry. Jockeys should not be paying for their own i

as a “guinea pig’ to make a statement.”
fighting back the tears. Agan | stated:
Endowment Fund? Can you use that to hdl

Board on Monday, asthey are closed

| was so distraught

G

Guild told me that nembs

of the Guild, is a family friend and thinks of

Gary likea

| felt like | had to do something more so | started talking to other jockeys and their girlfriends.
That's when | learned that Larry Saumell and Darrell Haire had been down at the track, telling
everyone that the Guild is helping Gary Birzer. | became upset, again knowing that they were

lying to these jockeys. | had tearsin my eyes and looked at all the riders and pleaded with them



to listen to me. | said, “Please, listen - if you go down during a race, the Guild will not help
you!” They all looked at me with disbelief. | told them that they better pray to God that they

don’'t go down tonight, because then they will learn the truth about the Guild.

& \
The Guild reps went back to the track on Monday, September 13" arou %ﬁﬂv hear
Noee D )

what they have to say. | arrived at the track at 6:00 with Taylor, my

lawyer at the time, and two of my girl friends. Larr mell and rell Haire showed up

came over and asked me
p ed n again “why
rbergf t@
<

ey’s Guild. Why do
% They said that | was
%as working for Gary. | was
e
or Gary’s rehab. They said the Guild is
going to cut a stay at Squirrel Hill.  Dan Taylor immediately
caled Mr. %r ary’s rehab. Mr. Fiss said that the family was
it

SS

When we walked back into the jocks room, | emotionally stated, for all to hear, that the Guild
was indeed, NOT paying for Gary’s rehab and that he is being moved to a state facility in West

Virginia. Mr. Haire called Mr. Fiss and told him he needed to get down there right away. They



then moved out of the jocks room to the upper offices, as the jockeys were getting upset. They
then asked me if | had asked the racetrack for help and | replied that | had. Rosemary, who |

talked to at the track, said she had talked to her legal folks and said they had no money to help

my husband. They offered to go with meto talk to them again, and | declined. decided to
have another meeting with the jockeys, but advised that | should né? t of my
emotional state. &

The next day Larry Saumell and Darrell Haire we uierel Hill with m Gary. They

orMr. Fi hat statement.
er%hey were going to be
cutting a check for $15,000 to pay for itions s@gMy case manager at that
time, Melissa, dso spoke with t di&u@ility in West Virginiaa They
ifein West Virginia, would he be willing

asked Gary that if th j Q\s x
to go there. He that he-nes %
centers for spinahcoroh Af %d Darrell left, Gary again called his brother Alex,

uirrel Hill, as it was one of the best rehab

<
crying, telling him t ey ar move him down to the state facility. Alex was upset,

I Gary would not be moved.

The next day Mr. Fiss came into town and we had a meeting with the hospital staff. Mr. Fiss
and Darrell rode with me and during the entire ride. They kept reassuring me that they were not
moving Gary. Darrell asked me about the state facility in West Virginia. | told him that it was
a step up from a nursing home and nothing compared to Squirrel Hill.  When we got to the

meeting, Mr. Fiss never offered any money. In fact, the discussion completely went in the



opposite direction. He was pushing for Gary to go to West Virginia. Gary said that he did not
want to get on Medicaid and go to a state facility. Squirrel Hill is where he felt he needed to
stay. The specialist said that Gary could eventually lead a normal life if he continues to work

hard and he should not have to give everything up that he's worked hard forjust to be on

soon toke moved. The West

Medicaid and go to a state facility.

Virginia institution agreed to take Gary without insural icaid. id he needed to
be transported by ambulance and that would cost S the Guild would

pay for that bill.

The day before Gary was to b

industry to think we have no money” but that he knows people in high places and from time to
time he would be sending me money. He aso said he was going to give me his “bedside
number” and that if | needed anything, to just call him. | became boiling mad at this point and
thought “how dare he discuss his situation with me that was so far removed from what | was

going through”. Since July 20", | have been begging for help and in return | have been given the



run around and told nothing but lies. The only thing he has done for my husband is make a
spectacle out of him and convinced al the riders that Gary Birzer is going to help change the
industry. The only thing Gary and my family got was the short end of the stick and how dare he
say that he knows what it’s like to be in my shoes. | got up and walked out of\the room, as |

could listen to no more. <
em

giniaon X 20, 2004. They

as grateful they took him,

Gary ended up being transported to the Institute of West

agreed to take him without insurance and without Medi

but | can’t stress enough the strain it put on my m
room near the facility and could no longel mydavic
1\
S

ghter, stay in a hotel

S
\vg
to leave her as she was screaming for her mom

Gary wasin the West Virgini

was going to sue the racetrack.
Gary could get into

him | could

Once we were settled in the rehab center, we soon learned of the lack of experience and

knowledge that they had about spinal cord injuries. It was a huge setback from where he was.

It was a nightmare as we watched them try to care for Gary. | asked them one day as to why

10



Gary’s hands were not washed and their reply to me was “we thought it was build up from
horseback riding”. They simply didn’t know how to care for his skin on his hands as a spinal
cored injured patient. Also, instead of working with Gary on transferring him in and out of bed,
they ssimply picked him up to move him. All the hard work teaching him to transfer was for

nothing, as they did not continue the same therapy. Even when hen e two

Id be more

independent. | asked them if they could just try to assist Gary in transferring>himself from the

as there ould have been

@ % t well educated on
infe uar

spina cord injuries. Gary got a bad staph infection and they & antine him to aroom by

himself. They said he had to stay i ged ursto prevent bedsores. Gary

ended up getting a very bad, b re. | he got that, and they indicated that

they were short staffed over t d "t'get turned as much as he should. They

apologized. Gary ing weight n to 94 pounds, and depression began setting

in. And thi @ehab C that the Guild told the jockeys and my family was one of
co

theb y

, a few weeks prior to Gary’s move to Cincinnati, Dave Shepard visited Gary at the

West Virginiafacility. Heinformed me that the “war has begun”. He was referring to the whole
insurance issue between riders and racetracks. Thiswas also soon after the incident where Shane
Sellers was removed from Churchill Downs in handcuffs. He asked me again if we were going

to sue Mountaineer. | said “no”, not at thistime. He promised that they were going to take care

11



of Gary and not let him dip through the cracks and that he has discussed this with Dr.

Gertmenian.

Gary was losing hiswill to live and something needed to be done. We decided thatwe needed to

move Gary out of West Virginia and back home to Cincinnati to be wi% ted to

family
help us. With many phone calls made by my family and much ia % Guild paid

$15,000 for a wheelchair-accessible van and $9,000 for one year’ t for an apartment in

Cincinnati. West Virginia agreed to pay for Gary’ ir and a shower chair. We

ient, as they

e into the home to
véel & tnue that service as it was
extremely expensive.

We are still living i

approved for Ohio
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