
Real Quiet came
within’ a nose of

winning the
Triple Crown
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I
t was all there in front of him, laid out like some magnificent tapestry. Straight ahead, there
was nothing but a gentle June breeze blowing in his face. Off to the right was a long row of trig-
ger-happy photographers waiting anxiously to freeze his final stride for posterity. Further to

the right, in the mass of humanity that filled the grandstand, arms were flailing and fists were being
thrust in the air, forming a kaleidoscope of spectacular shapes and colors. And most importantly, be-
hind him, there was silence.

In less than 20 seconds, he would be one of the ones, a member of racing’s chosen few. He would be a
Triple Crown winner. People would be straining to touch him. Photographers would be trampling each
other trying to catch him in that one glorious pose. Breeders would be dashing to the phone in an attempt
to get a beat on racing’s most prized possession.

Then it happened. Jockey Kent Desormeaux
sensed it first. Just as the long, fluid strides
under him were beginning to shorten, the si-
lence behind him was broken by the sound of
pounding hooves, getting louder and louder. The
images of grandeur were now fading, and he
knew he would have to fight to get them back.
Both jockey and horse braced for battle. De-
sormeaux began throwing the reins around as if
they were tied to him. Real Quiet reached back
and pulled out every weapon he had. He fought
gallantly to the finish, but it was not to be. In
the end, only the nose of his old nemesis Victo-
ry Gallop stood between him and immortality.

When Real Quiet’s name is mentioned in years
to come, of course it will be his brilliant victories
in the Kentucky Derby (gr. I) and Preakness
Stakes (gr. I) that stand out. But he always will be
set apart from other Derby and Preakness win-
ners. Real Quiet’s Belmont (gr. I) defeat ran the
gamut of emotions like no other race in memory
and will be every bit as much a part of the horse’s
legacy as his shining moments at Churchill
Downs and Pimlico. Regardless of what he accomplishes in the future, the history books always will por-
tray him as the horse who came so agonizingly close to achieving the pinnacle of fame and glory.

But what shouldn’t be forgotten is the fame and glory he did achieve in the Derby and Preakness. No
one will forget that explosive move on the far turn at Churchill Downs, in which he blew by the Derby
field as if he were moving in another time frame. And certainly no one will forget his defiance of Pim-
lico’s notoriously sharp turns, as he took the overland route and still was able to totally dominate his op-
ponents in the Preakness. With the sweltering crowd still in a state of chaos and turmoil after being left
in the dark as a result of a power failure, it was Real Quiet’s performance that brought a much-needed
ray of light back to Pimlico. Although he did not race again in 1998, Real Quiet stirred enough emotions
during the Triple Crown to last for many years to come. ✦ By Steve Haskin

The 28th Annual Eclipse Awards 73

B
A

R
B

A
R

A
 D

. L
IV

IN
G

S
T

O
N

 P
H

O
T

O

Real Quiet
C

op
yr

ig
ht

©
19

99
, T

he
 B

lo
od

-H
or

se
, I

nc
.  

A
ll 

ri
gh

ts
 r

es
er

ve
d.

Past Performances reprinted with permission of Daily Racing Form and Equibase Company.


